Incompetent parenting: its causes and cures.
The author argues that the current sharp increase in the proportion of unsocialized youth is primarily due to overburdened, incompetent, or sociopathic parenting. Because socialization, like language-learning, occurs in early childhood, the only solution to this problem is to provide alternative rearing environments for high-risk children. Parental training, adoption, professionalized foster care, group homes, and boarding schools are components of the necessary infrastructure. The best long-term solution, parental licensure, might become politically feasible once voters come to fully understand the costs to the children, and to the commonwealth, of the tradition that places procreative rights at the head of the list of human rights.